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Containing Accounts of the Propagation an! Rev.val 
of Rehgion in Great Brisain, America, &c. 
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Extrafls from Mr. Robe's Chriflian Montbly livfeory, 
Numb, IL. 


Tbe Progrefs of the Revival at Camply. 


OR the Scriptures, he himfelf told me,he fcarce could 
read them, aod in Fact had never effayed it, for 
above 20 Years > as to Prayer, he had not for 
the fame Space, bowed his Knee to God , and for 

Ordinances he never minded them, uvalefs fome fecular Rea- 
fon, or a View to bis Diverfion, had fometimes made him 
go to them. But now his extreme Diftrefs leads him to all 
of them. He goes toOrdinances, but finds nothing in them, 
but what increafed his Difquiet He effays to pray, but at 
once thinks he can*t pray, and that it's but in vain for hia 
to effay it. He goes to the Scriptures and reads in them at 
random ; but cannot underftand them. Ae laft the Patlage 
in Zech. iti. 2, 4, Arikeshim ; he fancies it is the exprefs 
Voice of God to him, and now a Dawn of Hope breaks in 
upon him, but far from giving him Eafe. He was happily 
provided in Neighbours who were folid, judicious and expe- 
rienced Chr.ftians ; to them he goes, and after afking the 
Meaning of the above, and like Pafiazes of Scripture, he at 
laf tells therm the whole of his State Phelnfrueions th 
gave him, made him thirft for more. Wher he hoped 
to find one, whither Minifter or others, who might increale 
his Knowledge, thither he went. The iofiove Luftre of 
the Scheme of Salvation, firuck his Soul ina wonderful Man- 
ner. As he learned, he believed ; as he believe I he loved 5 
and as he loved, he clave to the heavenly Syftem. Eh Judg- 
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ment, his Affections, and » aot yr to be at once 
engaged, and to make-equal Progrets. nd new>after I 
have nai him for fuch a Space of Time, and’ ravt had 
frequent Opportunities of converfing with him, and obfery- 
ing his Conduét, I do not fcruple to affert of him, that he 
is a fober, knowing, lively,: and induftrious Chriftian: Or 
in other Words, that he feems not only to retain a deep 
and affectionate Senfe of divine Things; _ but indeed behaves 
himfelf as becomes the Gofpe. Will Mortals prefume to 
limit the holy One of J/rael ? Or is it not limitting him to, 
affert that the Imaginations of Vifionaries are inconfiftent 
with Grace? Inthe Inftance before ;us, a mere Dream is 
made the firft Rife of a Concern by which a Soul is (as far as 
Man can judge) brought in to our Lord Fefus. 1 hope no 
Body will mifconftrue this, ag if I was for exciting or encou- 
raging Dreams and Fancies : ’tis plain from many Inftances, 
that thefe fubfift no longer, than until the Perfon has-attained. 
to diftinét Views of divine Truths, and always decline 
Knowledge intreafes. Qnly I would have People be tender 
of pronouncing a Perfon fatally deluded, in fuch Cafes, firee 


Experience fhews us that infinite Wifdom can work even by, 


that unlikely Mean. And this brings to Remembrance, the 
Controverfy you was lately engaged in withMr. Fifer,which, 
if I miftake not the Thing, is really dis deverbe, Neither 
Mr. Edwards, nor any other of the _ Seabadas of that Work, 
either in America or Scotland, ever aflerted, that the work- 
ings of the Imagination, were either effential to a Work of 
Grace, or Evidences of it, or fo much as neceflarily con- 
neéted with it : But it is certain, our bufy Imaginations rea- 
dily engage themfelves, even while we are contemplating the 
moft fublime Truths of Revelation ; and Mr. Edwards had 
Reafon to defy any.Man, to think of thefe, without fome 
Degree of Imagination. Is it not then a ftrange Abfurdity, 
to affert, that aPerfon under thefe imaginaryInfluences, can- 
not be the Subjeét of real Grace? Or is it not limiting fove- 
reign Grace, to fay he cannot workin fuch Cafes? And,to 
add no more, it is contrary to Experience, as in the above, 
and many otherInftances ; of which I fhall add but one more. 

A young. Woman about 20 Years of Age, who could not, 
read, and was grofly ignorant ; fhe was vaporifh for fome 
Time, and when fhe flept, was frighted oy het as to her, 
eternal State: She became reftlefs, and took all poffible 
Methods 
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Methods for Relief.. Her Ignorance kept her long inAgony, 
but.gave her an extreme Defire wr Rentini ss ap- 
plied herfelf diligently to every Mean of Inftru@tion, and 
found to her comfortableExperience,that the Entrance of Gad’s 
Word giveth Light , it giveth Under ftanding to the Simple,P{al. 
119, 130. She has now arrived to fuch a Meafure of Know- 
Jedge, as has in a great Meafure difpelled the Gloom, which 
for fome ‘Time had overcaft her Spirit. She has learned to 
sead, and. now appears to be really a Candidate for Glory. 
In all the Converfations I have had with her, for fometime 
paft, the expreffes a humble Senfe of her own Vilenefs, De- 
pravity and Weaknels,a Jealoufy of all herAttainmeats ; her 
inward Exercifes feem to be a conftant Struggle with the 
Evils of her own Heart ; and while the fupreme Defire of 
her Soul is after Jesus, fhe feems to traft in his Righteouf 
nefs for Salvation, to apply to him for fanétifying Grace, 
and to have all her Ambition in being like to him. . People 
who live near her, tell me, that her Converfatian is edify- 
ing, and her Praétice exemplary. If thefe are not fufficient 
Grounds, to found a Judgment of Charity on, I do no: 
know the Perfon on Earth 1 may. call. a Chritian, 

, Thefe: two are not the only Initances I could give of Per+ 
fons whofe firft Concern feem’d to have no other Czule, thin 
fome moving Terrors, or ftrong Imaginations, ftriking their 
Fancy, who yet feem to be brought by fovereignGrace, from 
Darknefs to Light, and from Satan to the Power of God, 
It will undoubtedly be Matter of Praife, ta every devout 
Soul, to hear that indeed in this Congregation there are {e\ e- 
ral other Inftances of the fame Kind. 

But it is now Time, that I fay fomething relating to thefe 
Perfons who appeared under their Diftrefs, to have diftinct 
and fcriptural Views of Sin, in its Nature and Confequences ; 
and feemed thereby happily prepared for learning, relifhing 
and entertaii ing the Dodtrines of the Gofpel. J already told 
you, that tho’ there were none of thefe, of whom I could 
abfolutely fay, that they were fallen away , yet there were 
fome, about whom I have great Anxiety, and many Fears, 
It is God’s Prerogative to fearch the Heart. By their Fruits 
we mult know them, and our Judgment of them mutt go 
on their Profeflion and Practice ; yet from thefe we may, to 
fome Degre: of moral Certainty, know their inward Princi- 
ples and Difpofitions ; and if the Judgment of Charity, 
Cc2 which 
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whith is not only allowed, “but even ‘commantied,' be admit. 
ted in this Cafe, we  muft affert the’ Pérfeverance ‘of. very 
confiderable Numbers. Can we hear rude and illiterate 
Country People, expreffing a lively Grief, becaufé of the 
Wandrings of their own Hearts, complaining that they can- 
not conceive enough of the Glory andExcellency of the great 
God and our Saviour, nor can they bring their Souls to fuch 
Degrees of Efteem, Defire, and- Delight in him as they 
would ? Can we hear their Souls mourning over their weak 
and flow Faith, but ftrong & prevailingCorruptions ? Can we 
hear them exprefling a conftant Jealoufy over their faireft,and 
moft promifingAttainments, never fatisfy’d with paft Attain- 
ments, nor trufting ‘o them, but ever preffing forward after 
more ? Can we hear them exprefsaZeal & Ardour, after every 
ch iftianExcellency ; Afking how they may add to their Faith 
Virtue, 8c. 2 Peter'i.2,3. and fhall we after all this pronounce 
them underDelufion ? Or affert that their Profeffion is hypo- 
critical ?--If to thefe Symptoms,we add fuch aPra@tice,as dif- 
covers a ftatedHatred atSin,a tender Fear of every Thing which 
may either wound their own Confciences, or difhonour their 
Profeffion (which in fome Inftances is carried to fuch a nice 
Degree, as perhaps fome good Men would condemn) an 
affe&tionate Regard to theScriptures and Ordinances of God, 
both publick and private ; and a humble, modeft, aétive, 
induftrious, temperate, meek, forgiving, and charitable 
Courfe of Life ; the Evidence then, appears to be as com- 
plete, as the Nature of the Thing can admit of: And biefied 
be God, that thefe appear in a confiderable Number of our 
People, and are to be found in fome, with a Beauty and Sim- 
plicity, fcarce to be defcribed. But alas, this cannot be faid 
of all! Yet we may hope that the fame Principles, the fame 
Affe€tions and Difpofitions, do fubfift with many, who have 
not given us the fame Evidence of it, or where we have not 
had fuch Opportunity for making particular Enquiry, tho’ it 
fhould be in a farlower Degree ; yet if thefe Principles, and 
fuitable Exercife remain in any Meafure, there is ftill Ground 
for Thankfulnefs. A Spark tho’ covered with Embers, is 
as real a Fire, as that which difcovers it felf,by it’s vehement 
Heat and dazzling Luftre ; tho’ it be not fo obfervable, and 
produce but fmall Effeéts. ‘The Principles of Grace in the 
Soul, may for a Seafon lie concealed, from the Knowledge, 
even of thofe who poflefs it, and much more from theObfer- 
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yation of others. But adored be the divineSpirit, whoaffu: s 
us, .it thall never be quite extinguilhed, and gives Room to 
hope that it fhall at lait break forth, with it. astive Beauty, 
and yield its genuine Effects. It is true, you, or perhaps 
others, will think this is but Hope, and we may hope well of 
every Body: But! think, that with Regard to the Subjeéts 
of this extraordinary Work,there are more peculiar Grounds 
of Hepe, than what we can warrantably entertain of the ge- 
nerelity of Mankind. For 17. When a Soul is affected 
with fuch Views of Sin as the Scripture gives us ; when one 
comes to fee the hateful Deformity, which enters into its 
Nature ; the fatalF ruits it produces ; and thus to fee theEvils 
of his own Charaéter, and ihe Danger of his State, there is 
fomeGround to hope, that fuch Convictions come from Him, 
who is promifed to reprove the World of Sin. And tho’ 
we are not warranted to conclude from this, that fuch Per- 
fons fhall be indeed converted, yet in as far as we can con- 
clude it to be from divine Influences, fo far we may hope 
and believe, that the good Work he has begun, wiil be car- 
ried on until the Day of the Lord: Efpecially if fuch Perfons 
have appeared to have had the Knowledge and Scripture 
View:, of the Doétrine of Redemption thro’ Chrift ; and 
have profeffed to entertain the glorious Meflagé of theGofpel. 
Chriftians of longer Standing than thofe we {{fpeak of, would 
think themfelves much injured,if that Decay of Grace,which 
they themfelves complain of, fhould be conftructed by others 
as an Evidence that all was but a Delufion, or Hypocrify. 
And I think it fhould be natural for People, who areChrifti- 
ans indeed, to judge as they would be judged. This Hope 
is much confirmed, 2dly, by very many Inftances of Perfons, 
who for a long ‘Time had concealed their Concern from the 
World, and evca from Minifters, and chriftian Friends , 
who at laft came to acquaint me with their feeret Exercife ; 
and indeed give a delightful Account of the Hope that is in 
them. And this appears to me, to be a probable Ground of 
hoping, that many of thefe, whofe firft Concern could not 
be concealed, are perhaps more on the Referve now, tho’ 
their Sentiments and Exercife be the fame as at their firft A- 
wakening. But what is moft tothe Purpofe, 3dly, Lhave 
fome Inftances of Perfons, that appeared to have forgotten’ 
their Diftrefs, and Profeffion, and had even, in fome Inftan- 
ces, given Reafon to fufpeét both ; of whom, notwithftand- 
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ing this, I think-I hate-Ground to hope they are inaigood 
Way: Of this I fhall give but one Inftance, becaufe ] per- 
ceive my Letter fwelled far beyond my Defign. 

A young Man of about 26 Years of Age,who in his Youth 
had contraéted an Inclination to Drinking, and when drunk 
ufed to curfe and fware, came under a great deal'of Con- 
cern in the Summer 1742 5 buthis Way of Life and Buf- 
nefs engaged him frequently to Company in Ale-houfes. He 
was not always upon his Guard, and was two or threeTimes 
overtaken in the above-named Vices. The Shame of his 
Conduct (as he fince told me) overwhelmed him, and he 
came to think himfelf obliged, to give up with a Profeffion, 
he had fo much injured. He, from that Time, ceafed to 
frequentF ellowfhip- Meetings ; and ever fhunned to converfe 
with his Minifter, or his Chriftian Acquaintance. I heard 
of his Condu& ; and indeed concluded he was fallen away, 
I fought an Opportunity of {peaking with him ; but for a 
long Time could find none, until one Day lately, when go- 
ing to vilit, [faw him coming up to me. I could eafily per- 
ceive a deep Melancholy in his Countenance ; and reckon’ 
it an Evidence of an uncommon burden on his Spirits. | 
evas refolved to give him avery fharp Reproof, but forbore, 
until he fhould fpeak. But his Heart was full, and he-co.}! 
not fpeak, but by his Tears, which indeed to me were Elo- 
quent ; and perfwaded me, to defire him to open his Mind 
tome, without Referve. You have been, faid I to him, .a 
greatStranger of late tome. But ftill he gave me no Anfwer, 
until I afked him, whether that Concern which made him 
fpeak to.me before, was now gone? Then he cried out, 
God forbid. And, in great Bitternefs, narrated to me the 
State of his Soul, from the laft Time he had converfed with 
me ;_ which in Sum was this, That after he had been, once 
and again, overtaken in thefe monftruous Crimes, he had 
queftioned with himfelf, whether he fhould give up his Pro- 
feffion of Religion, and give himfelf up to his vicious Pafii- 
ons: This Thought, ftruck him with Horror; but, tho’ he 
refolved thro’ Grace, againft his former Vices, yet he rec- 
koned himfelf bound, to defift from a Profeffion, which 
had fuffered by his Faults. His Pride confirmed this Refo- 
lution, as judging that his Fellows:in Society, his Minifter, 
and other Chriftians, would not fail to upbraid and rebuke 
hint for his Wickednefs ; and this determined him, to give 
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up Correfpondence with all thefe. In this he perfifted, fur 
alout ten Months : But all the while, tho’ often tempted 
toit, he could'never think of giving up with Ofdinances, 
whether publick o: private: His Mind was never perfelly 
at Eafe ; many Things caft up to him, in the Courfe of 
Reflections, or in the Conduct of his Life, which made 
him regrete his Want of thit Advice he fometime had ac- 
céfs to ; and at laft brought him to conclude, that this very 
Thing, as depriving him of Means of Inftruction, was in 
reality adeferting the Ways of God, and giving Way toa 
criminal Pride ; and now the Fire burnt hotter within him, 
and he could have no Eafe, until again reconciled to his Mi- 
nifter, and Fellow-Chriftians: That, for this Reafon, he 
came to me, that might yet give him my Advice, and help 
to reconcile him to his Brethren, who had been in Society 
with him. ‘The-firft I chearfully did ; but would not pro- 
mife the fecond, until { had made Inquiry into his Condué, 
for the laft ten Months ; and indeed I am fatisfied to under- 


) ftand, that during that Time, he has been obfervably watch- 
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ful and tender in his Condaé&. 

To conclude this long Article, I think the foregoing In- 
france, -is fufficient Reafon, to keep us from forming harfh 
Sentiments of thofe who do not exprefs fuch Ardour in their 
Affeétions as fometimes they did, and even for hoping well 
of them ; efpecially when there is no overt Evidence, of their 
being fallen away. 

What I have wrote relates intirely to thefe Perfons, who 
were fubject to that extraordinary Concern which appeared 
inthis Country-fide, in the Year 1742; any Perfons who 
have been in like Concern fince that Time, fall not within 
your Queftion to me, in Regard we have not hitherto had 
‘Time to make any Obfervations on them, with any Mea- 
fure of certainty. But with Grief I add, their Number is 
but fmall, and we have fearce any new Inftances of that 
fingular Concern, However, there ftill remains a fond 
Defire after Ordinances ; and a fingular: Attention in hear- 


ing, which gives Room to hope, that the Gofpel is -yet 
_ doing Good, tho’ the Effe&s are not fo obfervable as in 


_ Times paft: And I know you pray, that God may revive 


his Work amongft us. 
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I fhould now make an Apology for this long and ¢e- 
dious Letter; but I plead no other than your Defire. [ 
have more Reafon to afk Pardon for it’s being fo uncorrea ; 
but as | had no more but this Day, I could neither propofe 
to tran{cribe it, nor could even have fo much Time 4s 
to revif2 it: All I defign by it is, to give you fuch Mateni- 
als for your Journal, as this Congregation affords ; aud 
which you may ule as you pleafe ; only I dare fay, you will 
not publith this Miffive as it now ftands, but will rather 
putthe Materials in fuch Form, as you judge moft pro- 

er. 

: I need not tell you, that I ever pray, that God may 
fpare you for his Service; and may multiply the Succes of 
your Labours, nor that I am ever in all Sincerity, 


Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your mof? affelienate Brother, and 
chedient Som and Servant 
JOHN. WARDEN, 
Campfy Man/e, 


Decem. 16th 
1743- 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Day is Publifbed 
HE Reverend Mr. Prince’s SERMON eccafioned by the 
Deceafle of bis eldeft Daughter Mrs. Deborah Prince, 
on July 20 laf, im the a1ff Year of ber Age. Withe 
brief Account of the Dealings of GOD towards ber ; efpecially 
in the Time of her Sickne/s and pajfing through the Valle 
o the Shadow of Death: And an Appendix containing Copi:t 


of jome of her Papers. To be Sold by ¥. Rand in Cornbil, 
Bojisn. 





